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Chapter 01. Two Gentlemen of Verona
 

Two Gentlemen of Verona

A. J. Cronin has used the  from William Shakespeare’s famous play, in an ironic way. Cronin’s portrayal of the two characters, Nicola and
Jacopo redefines the concept of what is meant to be a gentleman. Cronin feels that one may polish shoes or sell newspapers but it is
the generosity of the heart and the nobleness of purpose that actually determines whether one is a true gentleman. The story recounts
the hard life chosen by the two boys so that they could pay for their sister’s treatment. The boys display sincerity and devotion to their
cause and prove that they are true gentlemen.Hence, the author A.J. Cronin has chosen the title very tactfully.
Two Gentlemen of Verona

Introduction:

The story ‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’ revolves around two boys named Nicola and Jacopo who do odd jobs to earn money only to pay for
their sister’s treatment who suffers from tuberculosis of the spine. A.J. Cronin has very well carved the idea of ‘selfless help’ and
explained the importance of dedication towards relationships in the story.
About the author:
This story, ‘Two gentlemen of Verona’ is written by Archibald Joseph Cronin who was born on July 19, 1896, Cardross, Dumbartonshire,
Scotland. He was a Scottish novelist and physician. Cronin received his education from the University of Glasgow and served as a
surgeon in the Royal Navy during World War I. His first novel, ‘Hatter’s Castle’ was the story of a Scottish hat maker obsessed with the
idea of the possibility of his noble birth. This book was an immediate success in Britain. His other novels ‘The Stars Look Down’, ‘The
Citadel’, ‘The Keys of the Kingdom’ are amongst the most popular books. Cronin’s subsequent novels include ‘The Green Years’,
‘Shannon’s Way’, ‘The Judas Tree’, and ‘A Song of Sixpence’.

Summary
On his visit to the city of Verona, the narrator met two extraordinary boys – Jacopo and Nicola, aged 12 and 13 years. They sold berries
at one time and at another time they were found polishing shoes and selling newspapers at night. The narrator found them to be very
hardworking and ambitious. What are they earning this much for, he began to wonder. He was impressed with their highly mature
behaviour. They worked all day yet they radiated a certain kind of gentleness and refinedness in all that they did. They were honest. They
had a lot of self-respect.
The narrator had just a few more days to stay in Verona. One day he asked the boys if he could do anything for them. The younger of the
two brothers requested him to drive them to Poleta, a hill station. While driving to Poleta the next day, the narrator guessed that the boys
lived there. They reached a hospital and the two boys went inside, while the narrator waited for them outside. Driven by curiosity, the
narrator followed them and met a nurse. From the nurse the narrator learnt more about the boys.
The two brothers along with their sister Lucia belonged to a very rich family. With war around, the family was thrown out of its comfort.
Their father died in the war and the sister fell ill. Once a singer, Lucia developed tuberculosis of spine. After the war, the brothers took
Lucia to Poleta and put her in hospital. For Lucia’s treatment the brothers needed a lot of money so they found odd jobs in Verona. The
hospital authorities did not have any idea of the jobs they did. All they knew was that they were working for some decent companies.
The boys had takenk the responsibility of their sister’s treatment. Lucia had responded to the treatment very well and could soon walk
and sing again. Their selfless actions, nobility and devotion touched the writer’s heart and showed a greater hope for mankind.
Meanings of words and phrases

Character Sketch:
Nicola
The elder of the two brothers, Nicola is a loving, caring and responsible boy. This diligent boy takes upon himself the task of getting his
sister treated for tuberculosis and also showers motherly love and care on his brother. He often lets his little brother sleep while he
sells newspapers late at night. He had bitter experiences in the war but his spirit was not broken rather it has infused in him a rebellious
spirit. He bears hardships and never indulges in self- pity. He does not want sympathy and keeps his problems as a guarded secret.
Though deprived of all protection and guidance Nicola takes life in his stride and devotes himself to his work with such a great sense of
devotion that even a stranger can see his gentleman like qualities.

Jacopo
Shabbily dressed like Nicola, Jacopo is the younger of the two brothers. He has almost the same qualities as his elder brother. However,
this 12 year old lad is full of life. The narrator found him to be as ‘lively as a squirrel’. He has an air of seriousness too, which is way
beyond his years. But he is childish and quite artless at times. Probably, it’s his honest innocence that makes him seek a favour from
the narrator. This small little parentless child is as lovable as he is loving.

The Narrator
The narrator is a man of keen observation. Sensitive to the world around him, he tries to see beyond the apparent and identify others
joys and sorrows. Though inquisitive, he doesn’t have a nosey nature. His helping attitude and friendly nature brings him closer to the
two orphaned children. He admires the gentleman like qualities of these shabbily dressed boys. Considerate and kind-hearted, he drives
them all the way to Poleta, thirty kilometers from Verona. A thorough gentleman himself, he never wants to intrude into the privacy of
Nicola and Jacopo. Hence even after learning about their tuberculosis-ridden sister’s story, he doesn’t utter a word and gives them the
pleasure that they had succeeded in keeping their secret.
Relevance of the title:

• Word meanings
hawked: sold something on the streets
skinny frame: very thin body structure
demeanour: behaviour and character
humble: small, down to earth, simple
widower: a man whose wife is dead
recover ones breath: recover from shock
steel rimmed: bordered with steel
rubble: debris, bricks and stones
shrugged: raise one's shoulders slightly to express doubt
at a glance: quickly, in one look
sunburn: tan/ skin burnt due to exposure in excessive heat
vexation: anger/ annoyance/ displeasure
disapproval: dissatisfaction
glanced: took a quick look
outskirts: on the border
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scarce: very little
intrude: interfere
deserted: empty
upright: straight
scarcely: hardly
shabby: untidy
eager: keen
pale: light
 
 

Theme of the story:
This is a story of the strong determination and courage of two young boys of a tender age. It is the story of two young boys, who defying
all challenges thrown up by adversity; face life with immense courage and fortitude. Right from the outskirts of Verona to the heart of
the town they go all over with grace and dignity. Considering no work to be menial, these young boys with gentlemen-like qualities go
about performing all jobs with a great sense of integrity. The story deals with the theme that it is not the span of years but the strength
of character that lends finesse to the texture of life. Focusing one's attention to the solution rather than the problem helps one get over
the most challenging hardships of life.
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