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Chapter 02. Mrs Packletides Tiger
Mrs Packletides ɖ  

Introduction:

In Saki’s story, Mrs Packletide’s Tiger, we
will see how one character’s disloyalty to
another proves the crux root of the plot.
Set mostly in Colonial India, the author
has successfully ridiculed the pretentious
nature of the upper classes of the
Victorian society. Saki has drawn the
satire so well that we are encouraged
ingeniously to dislike Mrs. Packletide who
endeavours to shoot a tiger in order to
outdo her rival Loona Bimberton. The
satirical tone employed throughout the
story enables us to applaud her reward or
we may say punishment, at the hands of
her paid companion, Miss Mebbin.
About the author:
This story was written Hector Hugo
Munro commonly known as Saki. His
witty stories satirized the society and the
culture of his day. He was considered the
master of short stories. Some famous
works by Saki are ‘Beasts and Super-
beasts’, ‘When William came’, ‘The Toys of 
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Peace’, ‘The Open Window’, ‘The Unrest
Cure’, ‘Esmé’. H. H. Munro’s stories were
based on biasing the rich aristocratic
English society of the Victorian era. He
was an author known for his splendid
twists in tale that made him the master of
short stories. The best known fictions
written by Saki are ‘The Open Window’ and
‘Mrs. Packletide’s Tiger’
Summary
Jealousy leads to Tiger Hunting:
Mrs. Packletide's arch rival Loona
Bimberton had enjoyed an eleven miles
joyride in a plane and she wouldn't stop
boasting about it. This made Mrs.
Packletide really jealous and she wanted
to do something more daring and
adventurous and in the end decided to
shoot a tiger to overshadow Loona
Bimberton.
Circumstances prove Favourable:
An old tiger used to roam about in the
jungle around the village. It was too old
and weak to kill a big prey. So it fed itself
on tame animals like goats, sheep etc.
Mrs. Packletide availed herself of the god
sent opportunity. She made efforts to
obtain the tiger.
Offer of money and preparation by 
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villagers:
She offered one thousand rupees which
was a really big amount at that time, to
the villagers in order to secure her safe
and comfortable hunting. The villagers
were delighted at the prospect of earning
a thousand rupees, so they arranged for
the tiger hunt. Children were posted night
and day on the outskirts so that the tiger
would not leave his domain. Goats were
left in the forest in order to satisfy the
animal. Women took care not to make
noise while passing by, so that the tiger
would not be disturbed. Last but not the
least, the villagers offered support and
assistance at night of hunt.
Shooting Night:
A platform had been constructed on a
comfortable and convenient place on a
tree for Mrs. Packletide and her paid
companion. A goat, with a loud and
continuous bleat, was tied up at the
correct distance. During the tiger shoot,
Miss Mebbin kept on complaining that the
tiger chosen by the villagers was very old
and was not worth a thousand rupees and
that Mrs. Packletide should bargain over
his price.
Shooting the Wrong Animal:
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When Mrs. Packletide saw the tiger
coming in the direction of the goat, she
took a shot with a result that the tiger
immediately collapsed. In fact, on closer
examination it was found that the goat
had received the bullet wound. The tiger
had died of heart failure. Miss Mebbin
was first to notice this fact.
Villagers Connived in fake story:
The villagers were very happy to hear the
news of tiger's death. They gathered at the
place where the tiger lay dead and
celebrated their victory. They were
overjoyed to think that they would get
their promised reward of thousand
rupees. So, they didn't pay any attention to
Miss Mebbin's disclosure.
Mrs. Packletide gets her revenge:
Mrs. Packletide's desire was to get
popularity and fame by shooting a tiger so
as to outshine Loona Bimberton. Although
Mrs. Packletide had not shot the tiger, she
managed to get all the publicity which she
had desired. She was also able to
accomplish her heart's desire of making
Loona Bimberton jealous. But her
happiness was partial because Loona
declined the invitation to lunch party and
refused to look at any illustrated paper for 
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weeks.
Miss Mebbin Gets her Weekend Cottage:
Miss Mebbin managed to get her week-
end cottage by blackmailing Mrs.
Packletide. She had threatened Mrs.
Packletide that if the latter would not buy
her a cottage, she would reveal the truth
to everybody including Loona Bimberton.
She planted many tiger lilies in her garden
in order to pay a tribute to the dead tiger
because of which she was able to
possess the cottage. These tiger lilies
would constantly remind her of the
hunting expedition with Mrs. Packletide
Mrs. Packletide gives up big game
shooting:
In the end Mrs. Packletide gives up
hunting altogether. She justifies this
decision by telling her friends that the
incidental expenses were too much for
her to handle.

Character Sketch:
Mrs. Packletide.
Mrs. Packletide is a shallow, vain and pretentious woman. Most of her
activities are dictated by her emotions of jealousy, ill-will and bitterness
against Loona Bimberton - her arch rival. She is overpowered with absolute
jealousy and driven by her competitive nature and craze for publicity. This
hypocrite goes out of her way to plan her strategy to show Loona Bimberton
down. As wealthy as she was, Mrs. Packletide was able to carry out her
whimsical endeavour of shooting a tiger. However, she makes the villagers
look for an old and feeble tiger to make her task easy and risk-free. She
even stoops down to bribe the villagers to look for such an old, infirm and
incapacitated tiger who would get killed without any fuss. After the hunt, she 
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shamelessly lets the press give her ample coverage despite knowing the
fact that she had actually killed the goat. She humiliates Loona Bimberton
by purposely sending her a tiger-claw brooch on her birthday. Apart from
being shallow and greedy, she is also very silly not only because she wasted
away her wealth to realize her ridiculous pursuits, but also because she got
manipulated into paying a large amount of money to Miss Mebbin whose
only intentions were to blackmail her.
Miss Louisa Mebbin.
Miss Louisa Mebbin was Mrs. Packletide’s so called companion, who can be
best described as opportunistic and money-minded. She is a very cunning,
manipulative, calculative, stingy and money-minded person. She could go to
the extent of depriving the hotel waiters of tips to save her money. Not only
that, she didn't wish to put in even an iota of extra work than she was paid
for while giving her services. This shrewd woman had a good understanding
of human psychology too. She succeeded in extorting six hundred and eighty
pounds from Mrs. Packletide to buy herself a week-end cottage. She knew
the actual story behind the death of the tiger which she used as a threat
against Mrs. Packletide. This was enough to twist Mrs. Packletide’s arm and
make her cough up a large amount of money as the price for keeping her
mouth shut. The author sarcastically describes her stinginess by saying she
has an ‘elder-sister attitude towards money in general’.
Loona Bimberton.
Loona Bimberton isn’t very different from Mrs. Packletide when it comes to
being vain. She had been recently carried by an Algerian Aviator for eleven
miles and she had a harvest of press photographs. She was as jealous in
nature as Mrs. Packletide. She declined the invitation to the luncheon Mrs.
Packletide had thrown in her ‘honour’ and refused to look at a single
newspaper for weeks for the fear of reading about her rival’s feats. Thus in
conclusion, we can say that Loona Bimberton, like her rival, is a shallow and
an envious individual.

Theme of the story:
In the story, ‘Mrs. Packletide’s Tiger’ the author has come up to give us a
humorous yet satirical work of literature. He has successfully pointed out
the extremities to which people might go to fulfill their greed. Mrs.
Packletide goes on to put down her rival Loona Bimberton to satiate her own
thirst for fake show off. Similarly, Louisa Mebbin turns to extortion of money
from Mrs. Packletide to fulfill her greed, thus betraying her. We also see
Loona Bimberton, at some point, being overpowered by Mrs. Packletide’s
success and recognition. Thus, Saki has masterfully carved out a picture of
the upper class of Victorian society reflecting on their petty and selfish
nature.

Words and phrases with meanings 
bait: food placed in a trap to entice animals as prey
death-throes: the final stages before someone dies
tawny: of an orange-brown or yellowish-brown colour
indulges : allow oneself to enjoy the pleasure of
depreciation: a reduction in the market value of something
elaborate: involving many carefully arranged parts or details
crouched: adopt a position where the knees are bent and the upper body is
brought forward and down, typically in order to avoid detection or to defend 
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oneself
incidental: something which happens as a result of something
intervention: interference in one’s matters
procured: obtained with special efforts
ambling: move at a slow, relaxed pace
morbid dread: an abnormal fear
senile: characteristic of old age
repressed: kept undisclosed
instinctively: natural instinct
antecedents: qualifications
speculations: assumptions
connived: secretly allowed
irrelevance: not important
descended: dawned upon
ambush: waiting in hiding
Nimrod: A mighty hunter
thumping: loud banging
freehold: full ownership
infirmities: disabilities
propitious: favourable
ostensibly: seemingly
rendezvous: meeting
stimulate: motivated
denomination: value
compelling: exciting
persistent: non stop
dissipating: wasting
succumbed: died of
swarmed: gathered
christened: named
intention: purpose
possessor: owner
duly: as expected
tethered: tied up
exertion: efforts
triumph: victory
instinct: nature
motive: reason
curtail: reduce
bargain: deal
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